The benefit of pursuing an EPC to obtain genetic benefits f
ring depends on the genetic quality of the primary mate: wi
h genetic quality partner, the potential benefits of engaging

an EPC might be small. Accordingly, both primary ma
ttractiveness and genetic quality and/or compatibility modera
en’s shifts in preference across their cycle and desire for EP

First, women paired with mates they perceive :
attractive experience a greater shift in their mai
preference near ovulation [11,1:2
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Initial Session: Questionnaire

Session 2 & 3: Questionnaire (past 48 horus)




Results: changes in attraction to men other than primary part

-Fertility status had an effect
-65-80% higher extra-pair desire during high-fertility phase
-effect strengthened when women were assessed closer in time to ovulation
-women with primary partners also showed greater attraction towards and fantasies about
another man during high-fertility phase
-Days to LH surge indicated that overall attraction to and fantasies towards extra-pair partners
increased as women were assessed closer to time of ovulation.

—effect of fertility status, exclusive primary relationship, and days to LH surge

Results: changes in attraction to primary partners

-No evidence that women experience greater sexual attraction to, and fantasies about, their prima
partners during the days leading to ovulation than during the low-fertility phase

-18% increased was not significant
-During the days leading to LH surge, women experienced significantly greater effects of sexual
attraction to, and fantasies about other men compared to their primary partner



Results: extra-pair desires for women with less sexually attractive par

-Women who perceived their primary partner as low sexual attractiveness reported increase in e
pair desires at high fertility
-No interaction partner’s investment attractiveness on extra-pair desires

Female

raction to
her Men: 0 -
1le Minus

Luteal .
-10 1 .
-15 . v . . ; Table 1
4 5 6 7 8 9 Measures in surveys administered at high and low fertility
Measure Items a at high fertility %
Male Sexual Autractiveness Extra-pair desire Been physically attracted to .70 R

someone you did not know
Been physically attracted
0 an acquaintance

Been physically attracted
to a friend or coworker

In-pair desire Felt sexually attracted to your partner - -

General desire Had persistent sexual thoughts 93 .9¢
Had sexual thoughts
Had sexual fantasies
Experienced sexual desire




Conclusions:

Primary
partner’s Fertility Extra-pair

sexual status desires
attractiveness

Exclusive

Primary
Relationship

Overall, these two papers support the claims that women who
primary partners are perceived as having low sexual
attractiveness DO experience more extra-pair desires during hi
fertility.




imitations/Possible Improvements:

-Had to recall their thoughts and feelings of the past 48 hours
-Questionnaires

-Test against women who use hormone-based contraceptive
-Age group
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